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All is not lost, surely. The pullout of Nato troops from Afghanistan could be a moment for Pakistan to seize and forge a new narrative. For the first time, an elected government — albeit weak, indecisive and in power from an election where only 45% of the voters cast their ballots — is nearing a full uninterrupted term. Another  military coup looks highly unlikely in a country with a newly assertive civil society, a busy judiciary and a thriving, noisy media. Changing times bring about changing narratives.

	At the end of 235 unusually depressing pages, Rashid holds out a modicum of hope. “Pakistan needs several elections and several elected governments before democracy becomes the acceptable mode of governance,” he writes. “There must be no public rejection of democracy, and democratic aspirations must defeat extremist ideology.” There is no evidence to show that extremist ideology is winning the hearts of people in Pakistan. But making Pakistan stable — a precondition for a peaceful Afghanistan — is going to be long, hard work. Will Rashid’s next book be called ‘Back From The Brink?’
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