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	By Ahmed Rashid 
Regarding Ahmed Rashid's "Musharraf's double game unravels" (Views, Aug. 10): This is a matter of two speeds or double speeds; it is not a double game.  

On the one hand, President Pervez Musharraf has to respond to the unrealistic Western desire for the instant and complete end to terrorism - i.e. at full speed. On the other hand, he has to persuade the extremists that the world has changed and so must their behavior, and simultaneously to isolate and deal with unrepentant jihadis.  

This is a process, both delicate and time-consuming. It is a slow speed. Was there not a time disconnect between glasnost and perestroika, with the gigantic consequence of the unraveling of the Soviet Empire? When desires do not match outcomes, there is disappointment and in this case the unwarranted accusation of a double game.  

The West's headlong rush to retaliation and retribution has only made the world more vulnerable to terrorism. President Musharraf has broken the back of Al Qaeda and put the terrorists on the run.  

Whatever else, Rashid does disservice to the world community by endorsing confusion and by diminishing Pakistan, which is a high performer in the global war against terrorism.
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