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The former cricketer, meanwhile, shows no sign in changing his stance on wanting talks with the Taliban, even as the new leadership is expected to launch a series of revenge killings for Hakimullah Mehsud's death in which more civilians are likely to die.

	Yet on 5 November Mr Khan and other opposition leaders urged the government to continue efforts to talk to the Taliban.

It can only be hoped that the Sharif government will take a more reasonable line and stall the talks for the time being.

This will be especially important because Taliban revenge killings are likely to be followed by what is expected to be a fresh bout of killings of Shias by Sunni extremists during the Shia holy month of Muharram.

Sectarian killings have already started. On the first day of Muharram, 5 November, seven Shias including two doctors were gunned down in targeted killings in Karachi by Sunni extremists.

The government and the army desperately needs to devise a comprehensive counter-terrorism strategy that must include the use of force, talks with selected militant groups, economic development and the spread of education.

There also needs to be a central counter-terrorism secretariat where both the army and the civilians can forge a common policy.

Instead there is a persistent belief, which the government is doing nothing to dispel, that a quick fix - in this case talks with the Taliban - will end a conflict that has raged for a decade and that took root in Pakistan in the late 1970s.

There are no quick fixes in countering a murderous terrorism campaign, only a long drawn-out battle that the government should be preparing for.
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